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Guam Board of Allied Health Examiners — Regular Board Meeting
Friday, February 20, 2026 at 12:00 PM
194 Hernan Cortez Ave., Terlaje Professional Building Suite 209
Hagatna, Guam 96910

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85992882958?pwd=bHdxwgpoEaSiLSvGl0yMsQCzxLrHgC. 1
Meeting [D: 859 9288 2958
Passcode: 431816

AGENDA
I.  CALL TOORDER:
A. Roll Call
B. Proof of Publications
C. Election of Board Officers
II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
IV. TREASUER’S REPORT
V. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
VI. COMPLAINTS
A. GBAHE-CO-22-03 MFT Received 02/21/22 M. Balajadia
B. GBAHE-CO-23-02  Veterinarian Received 12/28/23  On-Island Consultant
C. GBAHE-CO-23-03  Veterinarian Received 12/28/23  On-Island Consultant
D. GBAHE-C0-24-03 SLP Received 08/06/24 N, Cepeda
E. GBAHE-CO-25-09 LPC Received 04/29/25 M. Balajadia
VII. OLD BUSINESS
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
A. Initial/New Applications
i. Veterinary Medicine
a. Brennecke, Lara (V. Harper)
b. Ingram, Mara E. (V. Harper)
ii. Physical Therapist
a. Black, Joel G. (J. Duenas)
b. Buce, Julia N. (J. Duenas)
¢. Redona, Eric S, (). Duenas)
iii. Registered Respiratory Therapist
a. Lucas, Sheri Lyn J. (G. Cruz)
iv. Occupational Therapist
4. Rael, Yolanda Y. (R. Taitingfong)
b. Tate, JoAnn E. (R. Taitingfong)
v. Audiologist
a. Cleary, Leeta Ann P. (D. Triolo)
b. Gower, Christine E. {(D. Triolo)
IX. NEXT BOARD MEETING
A. Next Regularly Scheduled Board Meeting: Friday, March 13, 2026, at
12:00 PM.
X. ADJOURNMENT:

GBAHE Regular Board Meeting Agenda
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Guam Board of Allied Health Examiners

Board Meeting Attendance Sheet

Health Professional Licensing Office Suite 209

194 Heman Cortez Ave. Terlaje Professional Building, Hagama, Guam 26910-5052

ATTENDANCE SHEET
Date of . Regular
Meoting Friday, February 20, 2026 l X Meeting
Meeting Call | 4. ¢1,,, Timeof . X
to Order: P Adjournment: i Quorum

Special
Meeting

No
Quorum

Dr. Mamic Balajadia

Vincent Pereda

Vice Chairperson
LMHC Member

Chairperson
Clinical Psychologist Mcmber M@@d
v

ARSET

Nadine Cepeda

Secretary
LPC/MFT/LMHC Member

N\

Rasalind Taitingfong

Dr. Richard Chong

Acupuncturist Member

Treasurer s g
Occupational Therapist Member M%X/M

VACANT

Audiologist Member ACANT

Dr. Gregory Miller

Chiropractic Member

ALSEWT

Clinical Dietitian/Nutritionist

Dr. Velma Harper

Catherine San Nicolas Member o Wby preet
Dr. Julienne Duenas Physical Therapist Member Viedvathy Promt
(@f\q/r.-f
Gregory Cruz Respiratory Therapist Member ]
Speech Language Pathologist '
VACANT Member - VACANT
ISEoT

Veterinarian Member




Guam Board of Allied Health Examiners

Board Meeting Attendance Sheet
Health Professional Licensing Office Suite 209
194 Hernan Cortez Ave. Terlaje Professional Building, Hagatna, Guam 96910-5052

OTHERS PRESENT

Breanna Sablan DPHSS/HPLO vinkidlle, proact
| .
Kaysie Lee DPHSS/HPLO "““"4‘*“‘“ g
Sosw Busee | M )/ —
Poide Tohn Clmachkas PP | eto vinpvalle, pravit




Guam Board of Allied Health Examiners — Regular Board Mecting
Friday, December 12, 2025 at 12:00 PM
194 Hernan Cortez Ave., Terlaje Professional Building Suite 209
Hagatna, Guam 96910
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us06web.zoom us/j/87913635322 7pwd=jGlbbfWPTASh0aZchl1aBVqriB5Kaz. 1

Meeting ID: 879 1363 5322
Passcode; 849228

MINUTES
Item Discussion Responsible Reporting Status
Party Timeframe
I Call to Order Meeting Chaired by Dr. Balajadia Chair 1219 Call 10 Orde
Praof of 12/04/2025 and 12/10/2025 GuamPDN Chair 1221 Confirmed
Publication
Roll Call GBAHE Members Other Attendees Chair 1221 Eg:,;?'s]':'ed
Present. Present at HPLO:
®Dr. Mamie Balajadia, Clinical Psychology, Chair Sharon Manibusan, DPHSS/HPLO
®Vince Pereda, Licensed Mental Health Counselor, Vice-Chair | Sibyl Crisostomo, Public
ENadm.e Cepedst, ‘LPC, LMHC, LMFT, Secretm_'y Virtwally Present-
BRosalind S. Taitingfong, Occupational Therapist, Treasurer B_l——reamm Sablan, DPHSS/HPLO
®Dr. Richard Chong, ACOM Joshua Pangelinan, Public
®Dr. Velma R. Harper, Veterinarian Jolene Toves, Guam Daily Post
ElCatherine San Nicolas, Clinical Dietitian Uriah Aguon, Pacific Daily News
XDr. Julienne Duenas, Physical Therapist
Firtually Present:
2Dr. Gregory Miller, Chiropractic
Not in Attendance:
0O Dr. Dennis Triolo, Audiclogy
OGregory J. Cruz, Respiratory Therapist
I Adoption of | Motion to Adopt the Agenda: N. Cepeda:2; C. San Nicolas. GBAHE 1222 Unanimous};
Agenda Adopted
Agenda
m Approval of | Draft Minutes Dated: 11/07/25 GBAHE 1222 Unanimoush
Mivutes C. San Nicolas noted that the meeting minutes continued to identify her attendance as virtual when she "ﬁ‘,’,{‘;‘;ﬁ‘j;*

was physically present. The minor correction was acknowledged to amend the record to show that she

was not attending online.
Motion to Approve as Amended: Dr. Harper;2™: V. Pereda.

GBAHE Meeting Minutes 12/12/2025



Item Discussion Responsible Reporting Status
Party Timeframe
Treasurer’s R. Taitingfong 1226 Noted
Report R. Taitingfong reported financial information received from the Department of Administration, stating

that for fiscal year 2026 the Board was appropriated $55,985 and allotted $18,452, of which $10,000 had
already been expended for contractual services including website maintenance, transcription services, and
required public notices, resulting in a remaining balance of $7,547.35, with no expenditures made for
travel, office needs, supplies, or equipment, aside from a $300 miscellaneous payment identified as annual
dues. It was further reported that the Board currently has an available balance of $45,680.85, and that for
fiscal year 2025 the Board generated $83,925 in revenue, as well as an approximate $35,000 surplus from
fiscal year 2024, although uncertainty was expressed regarding where these funds are held, who controls
them, and how the Board may access them, as the funds do not appear to flow directly through the
reporting process.

B. Sablan responded by clarifying that the reported revenue exceeding $80,000 originates from the
Department of Administration’s financial system and is appropriated to the Department of Public Health
and Social Services before being aliocated to the HPLO through a revolving account, noting that while
the Board does have access to the funds, there remains a discrepancy between the revenue collected and
the amount appropriated or allotted for fiscal year 2026. She explained that this discrepancy is currently
under review in coordination with the budget office and the Department of Administration, including
verification of ledgers to confirm whether the full amount in license fees was received, and stated that an
audit of the revenue accounts has been requested due to challenges associated with transitioning to a new
financial system. She further provided an update on staffing concerns, indicating that although progress
had been made in prior fiscal years to secure attorney positions, budget reductions in fiscal year 2026
limited current funding capacity, and even with additional revenue, funding certain positions would
require cost sharing, She explained that investigator positions must be specifically created for the boards
through the appropriate classification and statutory process, as existing positions cannot be repurposed,
and expressed optimism that documentation submitted to the Department of Administration by the end
of the month may result in progress, while acknowledging ongoing investigative responsibilities across
multiple boards and the procedural requirements involved.

N. Cepeda raised concerns regarding the availability of funds and inquired whether the Board couid
obtain an inspector or investigator position, emphasizing that board members do not receive formal
investigative training and that investigations should be conducted by a qualified professional capable of
providing informed recommendations. She further requested clarification on the status of establishing
such a position and how the reported $83,925 in revenue could be applied toward funding an investigator
role.

Dr. Balajadia responded by stating that she was uncertain whether an investigator position currently exists
but reiterated that during a recent visit to the Legislature, she raised the need for legal counsel and an
investigator or inspector, emphasizing that board members should not be responsible for conducting
investigations. She explained that her longstanding proposal has been for the HPLO to have shared legal

2
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Item Discussion Respensible - | Reporting IR
s J : Party Timeframe
counsel and investigative support serving all boards under its purview, noting that recent discussions at
the Legislature were met with a positive response. She further stated that the reported $83,925 in revenue
would be insufficient to fund these positions independently and reiterated her recommendation that the
Legislature appropriate approximatety $350,000 to support full-time legal counsel, an investigator, and
an inspector for all boards, expressing her continued commitment to pursuing the procurement of these
positions to address ongoing concerns.
V| Administrator’s | No report GBAHE 1223 No Repors
Report
Dr. Balajadia briefly interjected to report that dieticians, clinical dieticians, and nutritionists attended a
public hearing for Bill 19738 the previous day, noting that testimony was presented and that copies of the
testimony were provided to board members present, with the exception of Dr. Miller, who was virtually
present.
C. San Nicolas expressed appreciation for the presence of Dr. Balajadia at the public hearing, noting that 5
she provided testimony in support of updating licensure language to align with national organizational l
standards requiring a master’s tevel education for dieticians, and conveyed gratitude for her participation r
and for submitting a copy of her testimony.
VI GBAHE A. GBAHE-CO-22-03 MFT Received 02/21/22 Dr. Balajadia 1225 NO'}‘SUES»N
Complaints Needs legal assistance. ::siiwqi
B. GBAHE-CO-23-02 Veterinarian Received 12/28/23 GBAHE No'j‘g"li_“g'
Needs legal assistance. ::si:w:ial
C. GBAHE-CO-23-03 Veterinarian Received 12/28/23 GBAHE ngone:
Needs an off-island consultant. eland
iConsultant
D. GBAHE-CO-24-03 SLP Received 08/06/24 N. Cepeda o ﬁsﬂits-l
Still under investigation and pending legal assistance. eAss':Lgmzf'
E. GBAHE-CO-25-08 Veterinarian Received 04/28/25 V. Harper %’I'g‘“’:g-
Close to resolving, we will report at the next meeting, sz::i:&
Upcoming
Report Nexi
Meetin
F. GBAHE-CO-25-09 LPC Received 04/29/25 Ll b | Snsoing,
We will report at the next meeting. Rmmr.ﬁ,
Meeting
VIII New Business | A. Imitial/New Applications 1227
i. Atteberry, Allison M. (Dietitian) (C. San Nicolas) R U::‘p“;°::"
¥

Motion to Approve: C. San Nicolas;2": N. Cepeda.

GBAHE Meeting Minutes 12/12/2025



[ Item Discussion " Respomsible | Reporting Status
i _Party Timeframe
l ii. Buenavides, Gionn Ryu K. (PT} (R. Taitingfong) GBAHE Unanimousl
Motion to Approve: C. San Nicolas;2™: N. Cepeda. Approved
iii. Cornman, Megan Alexis G. (OT) (R. Taitingfong) GBAHE Unanimoush
Motion to Approve: C. San Nicolas;2': N. Cepeda. Appmwf
iv. Pangelinan, Joshua Jordan (LPC Intern) (V. Pereda) GBAHE Unanimousl:
Motion to Approve: C. San Nicolas; 2 N. Cepeda. Approved
v. Dionisio, Charlene Mae S. (LPC Intern) (V. Pereda) GBAHE Unanimousl}
Motion to Approve: C. San Nicolas:2": N. Cepeda. Approved
vi. Villanueva, Brian C. (LPC Intern) (V. Pereda) GBAHE Unanimousl;
Motion to Approve: C. San Nicolas; 2" N. Cepeda. Approved
B. Application to Sit for Exam BN
i. Reyes, Casiana L.C. — LPC Exam (LPC Intern) (V. Pereda) GBAHE Unanimeousl:
Motion to Approve: Dr. Miller;2": Dr, Harper, Appmved
IX Next Board Next Regularly Scheduled Board Meeting: Friday, January 2, 2026 at 12:00 PM.. GBAHE 1238 Set Date
Meeting
X Adjournment | Motion to Adjowrn: N. Cepeda: 2™: C. San Nicolas. GBAHE 1238 Adjourned

Minutes Drafted by: FLAME TREE Freedom Center, Inc.

Date Submitted: 01/21/2026

Submitted by the GBAHE Secretary:

Approved by the GBAHE with or without changes:

_Date:

Date:

Certified by or Attested by the Chairperson: ~ MAGUMAL W

Date: 02/20/2026

GBAHE Meeting Minutes 12/12/2025



Guam Board of Allied Health Examiners
Regular Board Meeting
Friday, January 16, 2026 at 12:00 PM
194 Heman Cortez Ave., Terlaje Professional Building Suite 209
Hagatna, Guam 96910
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84547096052 ?2pwd=9i16empKvyR7GZpX q70QhDmQgéMoawNV. 1
Meeting ID: 845 4709 6052
Passcode: 293156

MINUTES
Item Discussion Responsible Reporting Status
Party Timefeame
| Call to Order Meeting Chaired by Dr. Balajadia Chair 1202 Call to Ords
Proof of 01/09/2026 and 01/14/2026 GuamPDN Chair 1204 Confirmec
Publication
Rolt Call GBAME Members Other Attendees Chair 1202 Quotum:
Present; Present at HPLO: Establisher
X Dr. Mamie Balajadia, Clinical Psychology, Chair Breal}na Sablan, HPLO
R Vince Pereda, Licensed Mental Health Counselor, Vice-Chair | Kaysie Lee, DPHSS/HPLG
KINadine Cepeda, LPC, LMHC, LMFT, Secretary
M Rosalind 8. Taitingfong, Occupational Therapist, Treasurer
&Dr. Richard Chong, ACOM
®Dr. Dennis Triolo, Audiology
®Dr. Gregory Miller, Chiropractic
BICatherine San Nicolas, Clinical Dietitian
KGregory J. Cruz, Respiratory Therapist
&IDr. Velma R. Harper, Veterinarian
I Adoption of Motion to Adopt the Agenda; Dr. Miller;2™: Dr. Harper. GBAHE 1205 Unanimous
Agenda Adopted
Agenda
L Approvalof | Draft Minutes Dated: 12/12/2025 GBAHE 1205 Tabled, Ne:
Minutes The meeting minutes had not yet been finalized by the vendor. Review and approval would be deferred Meeting
to the next scheduled meeting.
v Treasurer’s R. Taitingfong 1205 Noted

Report

R. Taitingfong reported that revenue had been received in October, November, and December of the
fiscal year, which had not been included in the previous Treasurer’s report, and confirmed that as of
December 31, 2023, collections totaled $1,800 in October, $1,935 in November, and $2,700 in December,
for a cumuiative amount of $6,435 for fiscal year 2026. The Board further noted that contractual
expenditures totaled $7,547.35 and that the only other expenditure was a miscellaneous cost of $6,425
related to the board cycle. The Board stated that the current available balance was $33,101.66.

1
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Item Discussion Responsible Reporting
Party Timelrame
Administrator’s GRAHE 1207

Report

B. Sablan reported that ongoing weekly follow-ups were being conducted regarding the vacant SLP
member position, and that there had been no updates or developments reported for the vacancy at that
time,

Dr. Miller inquired whether the amendments passed on December 22 had been merged by the Compiler
of Laws into the existing statute to create a single, consolidated document, noting that only the signed
bill reflecting the amendments was currently available and did not represent the full law. He also asked
whether there was any information or timeline regarding the preparation of a complete, unified version
of the law.

Dr. Balajadia discussed the complexity of determining whether amended laws are automatically
consolidated by the Compiler of Laws, noting that the current documentation reflected only amendments
to specific sections rather than a fully integrated statute. Members expressed uncertainty about the
Compiler of Laws’ procedures for merging amendments with existing law and agreed that having a
single, conselidated document would improve clarity and accessibility. B. Sablan was asked if she could
follow up with the Compiler of Laws to inquire about the process and feasibility of producing an updated,
unified version of the law.

B. Sablan confirmed her ability to research the matter and to contact the Compiler of Laws, in order to
follow up on the questions raised.

Later in the meeting, C. San Nicolas revisited the earlier question of Dr. Miller regarding the Compiler
of Laws and reported that a review of the relevant section affecting the dietitian article showed that the
public law passed on December 22 had already been incorporated, with the most recent update reflected
on the website as of December 5, 2024. C. San Nicolas and Dr. Miller discussed that the updated law
could be downloaded from the Compiler of Laws website and confirmed that requested changes to the
public law were already reflected within the applicable article. It was noted, however, that while some
sections indicate when updates are made, the specific article reviewed did not reflect a recent update and
instead listed the last change as occurring in 2015, Dr. Miller clarified navigation within the Compiler of
Laws website, explaining that users must access the appropriate title and article to verify updates, and
noted that individuals seeking licensure or information on scope of practice would need to reference the
relevant article within the GCA portion to confirm the most current provisions.

Dr. Balajadia noted that the same information was also available on the HPLO website under GBAHE.
Dr. Miller acknowledged a misunderstanding regarding the status of the Compiler of Laws and confirmed
that the consolidation process had already been completed, with paper copies having been properly
notified. The Board concluded that the matter had been resolved and expressed clarity and satisfaction
regarding the availability and completion of the updated law.

Statos

Moted

GBAHE Meeting Minutes 01/16/2026



Item Discussion Responsible Reporting Status
Party Timeframe
VI GBAHE A. GBAHE-C0-22-03 MFT Received 02/21/22 Dr. Balajadia 121 Ongoing,
Complaints Dr. Balajadia informed that a request has been sent to the Office of the Attorney General %e:j:’:f; :ﬁ
seeking legal guidance and review. Review
B. GBAHE-CQ(-23-02 Veterinarian Received 12/28/23 GBAHE Ongoing,
Dr. Balajadia informed that a request has been sent to the Office of the Attomey General %ﬁ':f; b
seeking legal guidance and review. Review
C. GBAHE-CQ-23-03 Veterinarian Received 12/28/23 GBAHE Ongoing.
Dr. Balajadia informed that the complaint had been sent to Dr. Turner, an on-island consult, for mf:;:':g'ﬂ"ﬁc
her review and investigation, and that a response from her had not yet been received but was
expected to be forthcoming.
D. GBAHE-CO-24-03 SLP Received 08/06/24 N. Cepeda &3;;:%%”

N. Cepeda reported that the matier is currently under review at the AG’s office, and that once
legal guidance is received, the recommendations would be brought back to the Board for
consideration to assess their validity before any further action is taken.

Dr. Harper noted that this situation underscores the importance of holding executive sessions so
that all Board members can be included in discussions. Dr. Miller questioned whether
additional media notifications would be required, expressing concern about the difficulty of
meeting such requirements. Dr, Harper responded that, in their opinion, these requirements
must be addressed, emphasizing that case details and developments cannot be discussed during
a regular public session, and that all Board members should justifiably be included in these
discussions.

B. Sablan informed the Board that a similar request regarding executive sessions had been
previously addressed by the Attorney General, who explained that executive sessions may only
be held to discuss complaints if there is threatened litigation, ongoing litigation, or an active
hearing concerning the complainant. She emphasized that the law governing executive sessions
is very specific, allowing such sessions only for legal matters or personnel issues, and that since
the Board does not currently fund any personnel, this exception does not apply. While there is a
recognized need to provide more information to Board members, all investigations must remain
confidential, and investigators summarize findings to keep members informed without
breaching confidentiality. The guidance further clarified that unless the matter involves
personnel or legal proceedings, the Board cannot convene an executive session. It was noted
that any expansion of executive session authority would require updating Board rules and
coordinating with the legislature to amend.

The Board acknowledged the clarification that, during regular sessions, they may discuss the
details of investigations and findings for the benefit of all members, provided that no names are

mentioned. Members expressed appreciation for this suidance, noting that it allows for more

3
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Item Discussion R“g;:gh" me Status
comprehensive discussion than they had previously understood.
Dr. Duenas, new to the board, inquired that the specifics of the complaint are not currently
known to her. N. Cepeda clarified that they will receive general information about the
complaint, and that any recommendations requiring action will be brought forward in
accordance with the Attorney General’s advice, allowing for informed discussion and decision-
making.
B. Sablan provided Dr. Duenas with a brief background regarding the complaint submitted
regarding the profession of a speech-language pathologist, noting that it was received on
August 6, 2024. 1t was explained that the assigned investigator is N. Cepeda and Assistant
Attorney General Tillman, was assigned to review the case, but she has since departed the
office, and the case is now being handled by a newly assigned attorney. At this time, there are
no updates available, but the Board will be provided with general information about the
complaint, and once the investigators have completed their review, their findings and any
recommendations will be presented to the Board in this setting.

. GBAHE-CO-25-08 Veterinarian Received 04/28/25 Dr.. Harper Unanimous
Dr. Harper reported that the veterinarian had provided care consistent with the appropriate Drsmissed
standard of practice, and that the kitten’s death was due to its severe illness rather than any
deficiency in care. After reviewing the investigation, Dr. Harper concluded that the veterinarian
had acted professionally and appropriately and recommended that no further action be taken
regarding the complaint.

Motion to Dismiss; N. Cepeda:2™: V. Pereda.

F. GBAHE-CO-25-09 LPC Received 04/29/25 Dr. Balajadia Ongoing.
Dr. Balajadia stated the investigation is ongoing and somewhat compiex, and that discussion Aﬂmﬁd
and updates regarding it will be addressed at the next meeting. Next Boan

Meeting_

VII New Business A. Old Business R
i.  Clinical Supervision Qualifications (P.L. 37-142 § 0408(d)(1)): GBAHE | nanimous)

The Board was informed by Dr. Balajadia about a case involving the denial of a person’s Re;naps':dm;::

clinical hours, with a subsequent letter submitted on October 29 requesting reconsideration. Dr. n of Clinic:

Balajadia noted concerns regarding the situation, explaining that Joleen Baza, a licensed S“m;’:"‘

professional counselor and director of Blue Ocean Behavioral Health, had submitted the letter
on behalf of Dr. Millie Nice, whose intemship hours had been denied because the supervision
did not comply with the Board’s rules and regulations. Dr. Balajadia brought the matter to the
Board’s attention in their capacity as the reviewer.

N. Cepeda reported that the individual’s initial supervisor did not meet the legal qualifications,
and a subsequent supervisor, although meeting the qualifications, had a conflict of interest,

4
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Item

Discussion

Responsible
Party

Reperting
Timeframe

resulting in the denial of those supervision hours. A new supervisor was later presented who
met the required qualifications, and the Board agreed that hours completed under this
supervisor from that point forward would be accepted. However, all prior hours were
previously voted on and not approved, and the Board clarified that this determination applies to
the clinical hours being completed toward licensure,

Dr. Balajadia mentioned that there are concerns regarding the opinion of the former supervisor,
noting a potential conflict of interest as the supervisor’s father is the director of Blue Ocean. N.
Cepeda clarified that the supervisor in question holds a Ph.D, in Communication, not in a
clinical or therapy-related field, and emphasized the importance of accurately representing this
distinction. The Board agreed that it is ethically necessary to clarify that the supervisor’s
doctorate is in Communication, as misrepresentation could be misleading given that the
individuai is overseeing hours for someone pursuing clinical licensure as a therapist,

Dr. Balajadia explained that while the supervisor holds a doctorate in Communication, she is
not a clinical practitioner, and the situation is complicated by a potential conflict of interest.
The supervisor, who is co-director of an agency, is approving clinical hours for Dr. Nice, who
serves as director of the same agency, creating a situation that Dr. Balajadia described as
ethically concerning and potentially in violation of professional guidelines. Despite references
in the letter to the APA Code of Ethics, Dr. Balajadia emphasized that individuals in such
positions should not have been involved in approving hours due to the conflict. The Board was
informed that Dr. Nice is requesting reconsideration of the previously denied hours, but Dr.
Balajadia highlighted the ethical and procedural issues underlying this request.

N. Cepeda expressed strong concerns regarding the repeated requests for reconsideration of the
denied hours, stating that it is unprofessional to persistently ask the same question in hopes of
receiving a different answer. She emphasized that the Board’s rules and regulations are clear
and cannot be changed without legisiative action, and that the Board is not it a position to
disregard the law to grant such requests. N, Cepeda noted that all professionals, including
Board members, are expected to follow established rules and licensure requirements, and that
repeatedly seeking an exception is both unethical and inappropriate.

Dr. Balajadia emphasized that the Board's laws and regulations align with national standards,
which clearly indicate that the situation under discussion does not meet proper professional
guidelines. She highlighted the ethical concem of a co-director approving the clinical hours of
the director within the same organization, noting that such an arrangement is inconsistent with
both local and national standards.

Dr. Harper clarified that the matter under discussion is specifically the request for acceptance of
the clinical hours, and that there is no justification to approve them. It was emphasized that the

5
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Item

Discussion

Responsible
Party

Reporting
Timeframe

Stams

Board’s previous decision remains unchanged, and that repeated requests for reconsideration
will not alter the outcome. Any additional concerns raised are recognized as separate issues but
do not affect the determination regarding the original request.

The Board moved to consider a motion to maintain its prior decision to disapprove the clinical
hours in question. Members discussed the issue of professional titles, noting that while the
individual holds a doctorate in Communication, the title must clearly indicate the field of
expertise to avoid misleading the public, and that clinical qualifications do not apply to a
doctorate in Communication. It was further explained that during a previous meeting, the
individual presented herself as a doctor without specifying her field, and had referenced
certifications in clinical therapies, which do not align with her educational background,
resulting in a complaint against a Board member for raising the issue. The Board clarified that
the denial of hours 1s based on law and regulations requiring specific qualifications, not
personal discretion, and emphasized the importance of maintaining consistent standards. It was
noted that the individval appears determined to repeatedly challenge the Board’s decision,
which was described as bordering on harassment, and the Board reaffirmed that the prior
decision stands. Members also confirmed that intemships must have preapproval, and any hours
completed without meeting these requirements cannot be accepted.

The Board discussed that the initial supervisor was rejected because they did not meet the legal
qualifications regarding the required number of years licensed to supervise prior to the hours
being completed. It was explained that the applicant had attempted to set up multiple
supervisors across different intemship applications, some of whom did not meet the educational
or licensing requirements as clearly outlined in law, and that this created integrity concerns
regarding who was actually supervising the clinical hours. The Board emphasized that it had
reviewed each situation thoroughly, identified mistakes where necessary, and corrected them,
but the overarching issue remained that switching supervisors or attempting to bypass
requirements raised ethical concerns, particularly regarding integrity, which is highlighted as a
core APA ethical standard. The discussion underscored that the Board’s responsibility is to
uphold professional and legal standards, ensure proper supervision, and maintain the integrity
of the licensure process, and that despite repeated requests from the applicant, the Board must
adhere to its prior decisions.

Dr. Harper raised a general concemn regarding complaints brought to the Board, questioning
why the involvement of a professional representative from the same field is often viewed as a
conflict of interest. She emphasized that Board members are performing their duties according
to the law, and that decisions must be made objectively without personal bias. While she
acknowiedged the value of having a third-party review, she expressed concern that requiring it
in every instance undermines the professional judgment and ethical responsibility of Board

6
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Ttem

Discussion

Responsible
Party

Reporting

members to make decisions based on established laws and regulations.

N. Cepeda explained that the concern arose because the individual involved submitted a letter
opposing any actions by Dr. Balajadia and herself due to an existing complaint. She clarified
that the Board has been attempting to address the concern fairly, involving collaboration with
V. Pereda to review the matter, and emphasized that the process has been managed
professionally and cooperatively.

Dr. Harper emphasized that board members should not allow themselves to be intimidated,
pressured, or made to feel defensive when performing their duties. She stressed that the
members are ethical professionals selected to serve on the Board, and they must carry out their
responsibilities confidently and without yielding to exiernal pressures, as succumbing could
compromise the Board’s ability to function effectively.

N. Cepeda reinforced Dr, Harper's point by stating that she is firmly standing by her position
because she presented it to the board and the matter has been repeatedly delayed. She
emphasized that the Board’s responsibility is to follow the law as written, and she encouraged
everyone to read and understand the law themselves if they feel unsure, underscoring personal
accountability and adherence to legal standards.

Dr. Harper, emphasized that the core point of the letter is threefold, focusing especiaily on
ethical behavior. She explained that ethics includes not just how professionals act, but also how
they use their time and practice within the scope of their profession. Using her example, a
veterinarian cannot practice chiropractic on patients—this illustrates that professional
boundaries must be respected.

She stressed that the public cannot judge the professional scope of practice for any profession,
which is why the Board’s role is crucial. Board members are obligated to ensure a minimum
standard of care, monitor ethical behavior, and intervene proactively to prevent issues before
complaints arise. Ethics, therefore, serves as a safeguard for both professional integrity and
public protection.,

B. Sablan clarified that the request in question pertains 1o an appeal regarding the supervision
hours or the qualifications of the supervisor for Dr. MillieNice, distinguishing it from a request
for reconsideration. Questions were raised about whether there is a formal appeal process, with
it noted that such a process exists, though details were not immediately clear.

Dr. Balajadia clarified that the correspondence regarding the denial of clinical supervision
hours for Dr. MillieNice, addressed to the board and the board administrator, is a request for
clarification and not a formal appeal.

Timelrame |

Status

7
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Item Discussion Rﬂll,':;“’le %‘Pm:':‘“':e Statue
It was discussed that the board could respond to the request for reconsideration by reiterating
the previous decision and citing the applicable law, attaching the origina!l letter to avoid
rewriting it. The members agreed that any response should reference the relevant sections of
law and regulations, clearly affirming that the board’s decision stands firm and that the rules,
not personal opinion, govern the outcome. It was concluded that the request from J. Baza for
reconsideration of clinical supervision hours is therefore denied, and a motion was requested to
formalize this decision.
Motion to Disapprove Reconsideration of Clinical Supervision Howrs: Dr. Harper;2': Dr.
Triolo.
B. Initial/New Applications
i.  Ishizu, Chad (Chiropractic) (G. Miller) GBAHE Unanimous.
Motion to Approve; Dr. Miller;2™: Dr. Harper. Approved
jii.  Ruiz, Daniel (RRT) (G. Cruz) Unsnimous
Motion to Approve; Dr. Miller:2": Dr. Harper. Approved
jii. Taylor, Nicole (RRT) (G. Cruz) Unanimous
Motion to Approve; Dr. Miller:2™: Dr. Harper. Approved
iv.  Zapanta, Arvene (RRT) (G. Cruz) Unanimous
Motion to Approve; Dr. Miller:2": Dr. Harper. Approved
IX Next Board Next Regularly Scheduled Board Meeting: Friday, February 6, 2026, at 12:00 PM. GBAHE 125¢ Set Date
Meeting
X Adjournment | Motion to Adjourn. N. Cepeda; 2" C. San Nicolas. GBAHE 1300 Adjourned

Minutes Drafted by: FLAME TREE Freedom Center, Inc.

Date Submitted: 01/26/2026

Submitted by the GBAHE Secretary: Date:

Approved by the GBAHE with or without changes: Date:

Certified by or Attested by the Chairperson: Hegiatviz Chalaxtsin Date: 02/20/2026
]
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LIFESTYLE

Coconut on the Road:

By 5. Douglas Turner
For Pacific Daily Mews

It is that time of the
year again when we tell
our special someone how
much we love them in the
form of chocolates, flow-
ers, cards, candies, and
reservations at your favor-
ite restaurant.

It is a time when we
pause and make an extra
effort to reconnect with
the person we share our
lives with.

Long before Elizabeth
Barrett Browning's famous
sonnet opener of “How Do
I Love Thee? Let me count
the ways,” there lay a his-
tory that many forgot, and
for good reason. Journey
with me; learn a bit, laugh
a little, and love a lot!

Dark origins

Valentine’s Day began in
ancient Rome as a pagan
ritual known as Luperca-
lia. Every February 15th,
priests would sacrifice
animals, hoping to excite
fertility in women, Not a
romantic opener, | know...
but it gets worse.

The flesh from these
unfortunate animals were
used to whip the women
into said fertility,. Where
then bachelors would se-
lect the names of their
sweethearts from an urn—
hopefully one not filled
with ashes.

Thankfully, we hu-
mans are short toothed in
memory of such archaic
practices and have since
founded organizations to
protect our furry, domesti-
cated friends.

The Catholic church
has martyred no less than
three Saint Valentines.

The popular theory
holds that around 260 A.D.
when Emperor Marcus
Areleus Claudius Gothi-
cus, also known as Claudi-
us IT, outlawed marriage in
the hopes of inspiring men
to join the army, Saint Val-
entine of Terni continued
his matrimonial practices

despite the unorthodox
law.

Before his beheading, he
signed his farewell, “From
Your Valentine”

Hearts, candies,
flowers, cards

Commercial,
rather, formal Val-
entine’s Day mes-
sages emerged

around the

1500s, fol-

lowed by spe-

cially printed

cards in the i
1700s. —

The practice ar-
rived in the United
States in the mid-
1800s. In 1835,
over 60,000 Val- |
entine’s Day cards
were mailed in the
UK. that year, de-
spite the [then] ex-
tremely high cost of post-
age.

In 1916, Hallmark®
cards made their way into
our lives here in the good
ole U.S. of A.

Oh, the things we do for
love. Now, let’s get to the
not-so-heart of the matter.

Money, money, money

Each year, approximate-
ly %1 billion is spent on
cards alone in the United
States, with another $2.6
billion on flowers.

It is estimated that in
2026, Valentine’s Day sales
are expected to total over
$29 billion. Heres the data.

In 2025, the popu-
lation of the US. was
347,275,250. That equates
to around $90 spent for
every citizen in the US.
An estimated 18.24% of
the 347+ million are un-
der the age of 15. Another
1.92% are over the age of
85.

Given that both age
groups are not as likely to
be in the dating pool, we
will add an additional, say,
20% to our original calcu-
lation of $90, totaling an
average of $108 per per-

4

ahem,

.Tumer

S0n.

If half of the remaining
populace, and that is a big
if, are in a relationship,
that equates to $216 per
couple to say “I love you!”

Is it overrated?

I'm generally considered
_ the romantic type. I
= like picking fresh,
My beautiful flow-
L oers and  sur-
| prising the love
. of my life on a
" Tuesday, rather
than a holiday. 1
like popping into
her office when she
least expects it.

I enjoy sneaking
her off to lunch
| when her sched-
ule permits. I send
random love notes
(texts) when she's
asleep and I am
working in some faraway
location.

I grew up watching mov-
ies like Casablanca and To
Catch a Thief from the
1940s and 50s; films that
still capture hearts decades
later. Am I a hopeless ro-
mantic? The jury is still
deliberating.

Personally, I have not
celebrated Valentine’s Day
in several years. T think
there are 364 other days
in which to perfectly cel-
ebrate love for my [now]
fiancé, Sarita.

When we were first dat-
ing, I told her [ was going
to get her the same gift for
Valentine’s that 1 got her
the year prior. A perplexed
look fell upon her face as
she said, “You didm’t pet
me anything last year. In
fact, we were not even dat-
ing then” My humored wit
impresses me at times.

Lupercalia 2.0

I suggest we start a re-
newed movement to re-
turn to our midst the
beloved Lupercalia cele-
brations on the 15th. Any
takers?

Consider

the bene-

Coconut love?

fits, my friends. Short-
er restaurant wait times
and without reservations,
chocolates and flowers are
typically on sale (applause
from my thrifty readers),
and traffic and parking are
certainly much improved.
It potentially signifies a
uniqueness to your signif-
icant other, a flair for ad-
venture, especially when
trying to convey how
much you love someone.

I'd say we skip the sac-
rificial animals, less those
milkfish your pari caught
this morning or the ribs
your aunty bought on
base, Andersen or NBG.
Wink-wink.

Perhaps, if you have a
relative, a mother, grand-
maother, daughter, or even
a son or grandfather, in-
vite them out for Luperca-
lia Day or Valentine’s Day
+1 celebrations. They just
might appreciate the sen-
timent more than you re-
alize. Let someone outside
of your romantic circle feel
love and attention while
you're still able to do so.
One day, you will never get
the chance to ask again.

Galentine’s Day?

If you don't have a date,
crack open a coconut, per-
haps add an adult mixer,
and watch the sunset with-
out paying a bill. You can
still tip your hardwork-
ing bartender or waiter,
though.

Treat yourself te a nice
dinner, buy that box of
chocolates, then eat the
entire box!

Apparently, Galentines
Day is a thing, so don't be
afraid to love yourseif.

A not-so-hopeless
romantlc

As we (Sarita and [) are
planning a romantic and
traditional wedding, in
great part and mostly at
my request, it seems fair
to say that I am still a fan
of celebrating love on the
14th and every day you're

with the one you love,

If you haven't found that
special someone yet, stop
looking and love will as-
suredly find you when you
least expect it.

Until next time, this is
Coconut Love +1 (Sarita)
sending all the lovebirds
on Guam, Saipan and all
the coconut isles in the
CHNMI, a Happy Valen-
tines (and Lupercalia)
Day. Laissez les bon temps

rouler,

8 Douglas Turner Is & .8,
Anmy velteran, author, profes-
signal maritime enginear, lravel-
or and glass-haif-fulf humorist.
After working and living on
Salipan and Guam on temporsry
agsignment, the islands wel
comad him hoare i 2022
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Guam Board of Allied Health Examiners — Regular Board Meeting

Friday, February 20, 2026 at 12:00 PM
194 Hernan Cortez Ave., Terlaje Professional Building Suite 209

Hagatna, Guam 96910
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85992882958?2
pwd=bHdxwqpoEaSiL SvGI0yMsQCzxLrHgC.1
(hittps://us06web.zoom,us/j/859928829582

pwd=bHdxwqpoEasSILSvGIOyMsQCzxLrHgC.1)
Meeting 1D: 859 9288 2958

Passcode: 431816
AGENDA

[. CALL TO ORDER:
A. Roll Call
B. Proof of Publications
C. Election of Board Officers
[I. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
[II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
IV. TREASUER’S REPORT
V. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
VI. COMPLAINTS
A. GBAHE-CO-22-03 MFT Received 02/21/22 M. Balajadia
B. GBAHE-CQ-23-02 Veterinarian Received 12/28/23 On-Island Consultant
C. GBAHE-C(O-23-03 Veterinarian Received 12/28/23 On-Island Consultant
D. GBAHE-C0O-24-03 SLP Received 08/06/24 N. Cepeda
E. GBAHE-CO-25-09 LPC Received 04/29/25 M. Balajadia
VII1. OLD BUSINESS
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
A. Initial/New Applications
i. Veterinary Medicine
a. Brennecke, Lara (V. Harper)
b. Ingram, Mara E. (V. Harper)
ii. Physical Therapist
a. Black, Joel G. (J. Duenas)
b. Buce, Julia N. (J. Duenas)
¢. Redona, Eric S. (J. Duenas)
iii. Registered Respiratory Therapist

T o HL ) T fFM M b



a. LUCas, dnert Lyn J. (u. Lruz)
iv. Occupational Therapist

a. Rael, Yolanda Y. (R. Taitingfong)
b. Tate, JoAnn E. (R. Taitingfong)
v. Audiologist

a. Cleary, Leela Ann P. (D. Triolo)
b. Gower, Christine E. {(D. Triolo)
IX. NEXT BOARD MEETING

A. Next Regularly Scheduled Board Meeting: Friday, March 13, 2026, at
12:00 PM.

X. ADJOURNMENT:
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Marley

Conlinued from Page 14

‘Soul to soul’

fulian Marley told the
Pacific Daily News after the
concert that he could feel 2
“soul to soul” connection
with the crowd.

The setup of the stage
was more intimate than
others, removing the usual
distance or barrier placed
between the crowd and the
edge of the stage.

“It was a good vibe for
our first time in Guam,
really lively Marley said
“We enjoyed [the] spiri
tual, human connection.
We don't even have to try
hard because the music has
those ingredients that con-

QUAM BDARD OF ALLIED
HEALTH EXAMINERS

REGUILAR BOARD MEETING

Friday, February 20, 2026
al 12:00PM
184 Homan Corteg Ave., Todale
Protessional Building Suile 209
Hagatne, Gusm $8910

Join ZoomMeeting
hittps JfusDEweb, s Rss

928820587 pwd- bHdxwapoEa
SILSVGIOVMSQCadaHaC.]

Mesating ID: 850 6288 2058
Passcode: 431816

MEETING AQENDA

. CALL TOORDER
A_Roll Call
B. Proof ol Publcations
. Elaction of Board

Officars

1L ADQPTION OF AGENDA
. APPROVAL OF
MINUTES
TREASURER'S
REPORT
v ADMIHISTRATOR'S
REPORT
GRAHE COMPLAINTS
AGBAHE-CO-22-03

Recatved

v

0. GBAHE-CO-24-03
Received 08/06/24
E. GBAHE-CO-25-09

VIL
Vi

[}
X. ADJOURNMENT
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nect to people”

Julian Marley’s energy
matched the love and joy he
brought the crowd by leap-
ing and dancing around the
stage between lyrics and
reaching out to high-five or
fist bump everyone in the
front row.

Valentine’s Day
proposal on stage

The stage for 2 memora-
ble night was set by one of
the opening bands, The Re-
sistance.

URIAH AGUONPACIFIC DAILY NEWS
Julian Marlsy listens to ihe crowd sing the lyrics to Coollng In
Jarmaica at The Lire Event Venus during bis Guam concert on
Fab, 14, 2026,

Lead singer Cyle Leon
Guerrero proposed to his
girlfriend onstage during
his band’s performance,

Leon Guerrere told the

that night, as it was both
Valentine's Day and their
one-year anhiversary.

He added that it was an

having met when they were
both 12 years old.

Leon Guerrero alse said
he realized he wanted to

\ easy decision afier know- propose in December 2025,
Ee]i::i” ll]:)alp ollt’ t}?;ﬂg;uel:t?:: ing his partner for 20 years, when his now fiancée stood
UNIVERSITY OF INVITATION FOR BID {IFB)

UOG BID NO.B26-05

GUAM Thé Univwsity & Gusarn i saliciting sealed bids for:

UNIBETSEDAT GUAHAN  “INDEFINITE QUANTITY BID FOR WILDLAND FIREFIGHTER GEAR”

Copies of the Bid Packaga and Instructions and Infi may be abtained frome
OFACE: UQG Procurement Office

TELEPHONE: {671) 735-2025

FAX NQ: {671} 735-3010

LOCATION UOG Adiministration Building (ANMEX BLALDING) Mangilas, Gusm
E-MAIL: uog.bidsgiriton.uog.edu

tn mmmhs Gc.u\. 55220(al,adiuhaloopy ollhis solelution shall be postad an UOG's webaite at hatps:jowy,
sh dicp iad bid or olher parties for accessing or downloading a copy
gt his sofictation from UOG‘swebah.Pomntiubddusmmss or download acopy of this solicitation from requesting
on UDG's websita must register thair o with LOG to ansuse that they oy G any
chanouotu;vdahstolhs wolicitation. lnaowdanoe'mmSGCASMO(b].UOGshalmtbelnablshrfaimhm
hotios 10 any party who accesses or downtoads a copy of this solicitation from UOG's website and who fails to register their
contact information with UOG as required herein.
A ren-refuncable fee of $25.00 is required 1o obtain & hard copy or CO-ROM of the bid package. Payment may be made
ia cash, check or credil card al the UG Business Cffice, Cashier Services located at the UOG Adminlstration Buliding
Mon-Fri from 8 am =4 pm. Pay by phone is availabla from 8 am = 4 pm. You may scheduls an irngrd with our Cashi
services at 735-2923)45/48, please refejence Sid number and tille when making payrment. Contact procuremant office 1o
coondiniate pick-up of hard copy or CO-ROM.
HOTICE: The last day for UOG to accept WRITTEN QUESTIOMS andjor CLARIAICATIONS is Five {5) busingss days
BEFORE thw bid submission deadiine Thissd sy, Febanssry 20,2028, Please adkist accondingly ¥ the deadline s exdended.

NOTICE: THE UNIVERSITY OF GUAM WILL NOT BE ACCEPTING MULTIPLE OR ALTERNATE BIDS,

of Bid Packagas is on Eriday, February 27 2026, ON or BEFORE 2:00 P.M. wia link
for electronic submission o Bid Share lolder provided by UOG Procurement Offics. One (1) orginal copy along
wilhy original bid ity must ba & i ol to Py Office before bid submission deadine.

s Mlta Eloda Endquez, DBA., President

Unevergity of Guam i3 an equsl

. This Adhvartisement is paid for by University ol Guam Funds.
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URIAH AGUCN/FACIFIC DAILY
NEWS
Grammy-winning reggae artisi
Julian Marley performs Are You
Tha Ona, Slir it Up, and cther
songs at his Guam concert on
Fab. 14, 2026,

by his side when he was
hospitalized.

“When you're at your
death bed, you realize who's
there for you, and you want
to stick with someone who
is there when you're at your
lowest,” he said.

Chesa Rosa Mafosa,
from Dededo, and Tumon
resident Maya Berry, 23,
said the night of love, uni-
ty. and reggae was “not just
about loving your part-
ner but about loving your
neighbor and loving your
community”

“The overall experience
was very refreshing. The
music was amazing, and
the crowd was having a lot
of fun,” Berry said. “It was
emotional when he was
singing his last song, One
Love. The crowd felt it, and
it was very maving experi-
ence”

Mafosa said the vibes
and the music made it
“such a good experience’
and that she could feel the
love in the crowd. She en-
joyed Marey's messages
of love and faith, which he
shared between songs.

“God has such a big
heart, we should be just like
him. T also have a Valen-
tine’s Day quote: para hifa
yu' bufielos digu, malago’
yu’ ni hdgu,” she said.

Sinta Rita-Sumai resi-
dent Onika Donawa, 38,
originally from Trinidad
and Tobago, attended the
concert with her husband
of 20 years.

She said it was “priceless,”
and she “wouldn’t have
spent Valentines Day any
other way”

“It was fantastic, amaz-
ing, energetic, vibrant, and
reminds me of home. It's a
great feeling, and we love to
get a taste of home..from
the Caribbean,” Donawa
said.

Reach reparter Uriah Aguion at
a9

(. Coun,
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Guam Board of Allied Health Examiners — Regular Board Meeting

Friday, February 20, 2026 at 12:00 PM
194 Hernan Cortez Ave., Terlaje Professional Building Suite 209

Hagatna, Guam 96910
Join Zoom Meeting:

https:/us06web.zoom,us/j/859928829582
= poEaSIiLSvGI0yMsQCzxLrHgC.1

(https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/85992882958?
pyd=bHdxwqpoEaSiLSvGI0yMsQCzxLrkgC.1)

Meeting ID: 859 9288 2958
Passcode: 431816

AGENDA

I. CALL TO ORDER:

A. Roll Call

B. Proof of Publications

C. Election of Board Officers

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

[II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

IV. TREASUER’S REPORT

V. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

VI. COMPLAINTS

A. GBAHE-CO-22-03 MFT Received 02/21/22 M, Balajadia
B. GBAHE-CQ-23-02 Veterinarian Received 12/28/23 On-Island Consultant
C. GBAHE-CO-23-03 Veterinarian Received 12/28/23 On-Island Consultant
D. GBAHE-CQ-24-03 SLP Received 08/06/24 N. Cepeda

E. GBAHE-CO-25-09 LPC Received 04/29/25 M. Balajadia
VII. OLD BUSINESS

VIII. NEW BUSINESS

A. Initial/New Applications

1. Veterinary Medicine

a. Brennecke, Lara (V. Harper)

b. Ingram, Mara E. (V. Harper)

i. Physical Therapist

a. Black, Joel G. (J. Duenas)

b. Buce, Julia N. (J. Duenas)

c. Redona, Eric S. (J. Duenas)

iii. Registered Respiratory Therapist

T fall . LV o B | ~



a. LUCAs, dNCr1 Lyn J. (U, Lriz)

iv. Occupational Therapist

a. Rael, Yolanda Y. (R. Taitingfong)
b. Tate, JoAnn E. (R. Taitingfong)
v. Audiologist

a. Cleary, Leela Ann P. (D. Triolo)
b. Gower, Christine E. (D. Triolo)
IX. NEXT BOARD MEETING

A. Next Regularly Scheduled Board Meeting: Friday, March 13, 2026, at
12:00 PM.

X. ADJOURNMENT:



